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Aconcagua, Argentina: High winds blow snow off the summit of the highest 
mountain in the Americas (6962m). Here, climbers on the Polish Glacier route are 
moving on from the first camp after base camp at Plaza Argentina. 
(Photographer: David Mason) DECEMBER 2006

1927: Following a week of intense 
cold weather came the Great 
Christmas Snow Storm, halting 
traffic and isolating villages across 
Britain.

1965: Early summer snow in New 
Zealand was recorded from South 
Island to Ruapehu. The last snowfall 
in a remarkably snowy year that 
began in March and saw rare snow 
in Auckland.

1916: More than 100 avalanches 
crashed down in a Dolomite valley 
in northern Italy killing some 
10,000 Austrian and Italian troops.

1996:  Heavy snow fell in north and 
south Carolina, USA. Tryon had 18 
inches and Asheville 16.3 inches (a 
new 24 hour record).
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Holtavörðuheiði, W. Iceland: The state roadworks trucks keep on going all 
day on the mountain passes of the Icelandic highlands. You may spot one on 
the excellent www.vegagerdin.is road info website that has live temperatures 
and webcams  (Photographer: Helga Kvam) FEBRUARY 2007

1937: The term 'blizzard' was used 
officially for the first time after 4 
metre deep snowdrifts hit  Wales 
and northern England.

1963: 36 hours of continuous snow 
and winds over 160kph resulted in 
7 metre deep drifts affecting much 
of Britain.

1972: The snowfall total in the 
preceding year at paradise Ranger 
Station, Mount Rainier, Washington  
was an incredible 31.1 metres, a 
record that still stands.
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MAY 2007

1891: An early summer snow-
storm allowed Whit Monday 
holiday makers in southern Britain 
to participate in unseasonable 
tobogganing.

1979: Cars and buses were 
stranded by up to 45cm of autumn 
snow in New Zealand, but the 
season that followed was warm 
and wet.

Belalp, Switzerland: Photographer Mark Menzies says: "This magical scene was taken while 
I stood chatting and drinking whisky with my good friend & colleague Daan. As we chatted 
about life, one of the workers from the lodge sledged past us with a headlamp to light his way. 
He lived further down the mountain and this was his transport home... such a different way of 
life here!"
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Storulvån, Sweden: Taken in April 2006 near the Swedish ski resort Åre. The area 
is a popular trekking destination where people ski cross-country from one chalet to 
another. Snow-kites allow fast travel uphill. (Photographer: Nicolas Hervy)

JUNE 2007
FRI

1961: The first snows fell in New 
Zealand marking a remarkably 
snowy winter with many ranges 
seeing three major dumps and 
several minor ones in June alone.

1968: Very cold air moved off 
Antarctica and approached south-
west New Zealand. Snow reached 
Canterbury  and up to 1 metre deep, 
resulting in heavy stock losses. 

1976: Snow fell to sea level in 
Wellington, New Zealand. It would 
be almost 20 years before it 
happened again.
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Fillmore Street, San Francisco: On a hot summer's day 12,000 cubic feet of snow was 
dumped on the famous steep street, turning it into a ski run for the Icer Air event where 
Olympic skiers competed against one another. (Photographer: Thomas Hawk)

AUGUST 2007

1961:  A southerly storm raged 
over the southern part of North 
Island, New Zealand and did not 
relent until the 10th, blocking the 
road between Auckland and 
Wellington for several days.

1973:  A low pressure formed 
along a cold front lying across 
Canterbury and North Otago, New 
Zealand bringing more than 1 
metre of snow to much of this 
area.

1972:  Several inches of snow fell 
to low levels in Marlborough, 
Wairarapa and southern Hawkes 
Bay where it was the heaviest snow 
for many years.

1919: An estimated one million tons 
of ice broke from a glacier near 
Chamonix, France resulting in an 
18m deep flood of ice, rocks and 
water, killing nine.
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Athens, Greece: This picture was taken after a rare heavy snowfall 
in Central Athens in February 2004. The view is of the Acropolis from 
the Philopappus Monument on the Hill of the Muses. 
(Photographer: Rob Wallace) SEPTEMBER 2007

1981: Snow fell in Namibia's 
Kalahari Desert while temperatures 
as low as -5C were recorded in the 
capital, Windhoek.

1963: Snow as far north as 
Waikato, New Zealand. In London 
the earliest winter season snow 
was recorded in 1855.

1971: Boulder, Colorado was buried 
under 21 inches of snow while 
Denver recorded 15.6 inches. 
Damage to trees and power lines 
was extensive due to the wet nature 
of the snow.
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Pu'u Hou, Mauna Kea, Hawaii: Pu`u is Hawaiian for hill or cinder cone. The cone is 13,460ft 
from sea level and is dotted with an array of the finest telescopes in the world. A snowboarder 
spoke to the photographer when he finished his decent of the volcano in the last rays of 
daylight, “This morning I surfed in five-foot waves at Pohoiki. My life is over, I’ve done 
everything now, I surfed and snowboarded today. This is a dream come true”.  
(Photographer: Leigh Hilbert) OCTOBER 2007

1836: 12 inches of snow fell during 
a remarkable mid-autumn blizzard 
in London. It did not thaw for 5 to 6 
days.

1846: Exceptionally early snow fell 
in the Western US States with
drifts of 40 feet in the Sierra 
Nevada following an 8 day storm.

1982:  Unseasonably late snow and 
gales closed many roads on the 
North and South Islands of New 
Zealand, disrupting the Labour 
Weekend holidays.
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Kittelfjäll, Sweden: Telemark skiing in the Swedish mountains of Lapland, making 
the most of the few hours of light each day. ”Kittel” is the Swedish word for pot and 
“fjäll” means mountain, giving us a hint that the village Kittelfjäll lies in a valley 
surrounded by mountains. (Photographer: Hanna Parkman) NOVEMBER 2007

1958: Rain fell on 34th Street, New 
York, while guards at the top of the 
Empire State Building at 1150 feet 
(350 metres) were making 
snowballs.

1955:  A brief late spring cold spell 
in New Zealand brought 3 days of 
heavy snow above 1000 metres as 
far north as Canterbury.

1967: Heavy spring snow fell in the 
McKenzie Country, NZ. After 2 days, 
a metre of snow had accumulated. 
Crops were flattened, stock died 
and transport was widely disrupted.
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